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t‘hs Freedom of-Information Act tbatt‘

would prohxblt publi’c access tD count-
less ‘CEA documents. * T -
~ Serr Walter D. Huddleston (D Ky)
smd -the proposal would Testrict” the
ant of Amencan citizens seeking in-
‘formation about-themselves to obtain

ﬂacorda of CIA operations. ,
2uch of the mformatxon CI~\ has"
had to make public in recent years<-
from its files on the hennedy assassi-
natxon and the. agency’'s drug-experi-
mentarxon programs to~its dome»txc
sp:,mc _operations—could be - denied
:\jxtomatxcally under this new rule.
“«The proposal perhaps gaifted im-
detus last night when Ppresident Car-|
ter called for “quick passage of a new
charter” to define ‘intellizence agen-.
1“3 legal authority and- accountabil-
ny -“rVe need to remove unwarranted
reitrainis on our ability to collect
x;xte‘hdenﬁ and to tighten our con-
iols on sensitive intelligence infor-
@ét_mn Ax effective-intelligence capa-
lity is vital to our nation’s security,”
Larter-said in his State of the Umon
ddress. - -
re'The committee proposal is part of a
Trive to give the CIA what Huddle-’
ston described as “greater oprational |
Flexibility” in light of the Iranlan cri-
s}s'and the Sovxet mvasxon of Aff’han1~

.\He saxd the EOIA revision wolld be
Ipcluded in” a*proposed: Carter admin-
iitration charter for the intelligence
potnmunity that is aimost ready to be
antroduced..In- the drafting. stage for
Iyé past two years, it;has been evolv-
ing.into-a license for wide-yanging se-
cret acitvities:. w1th few blanket pr&*
bibitions. 3
= Huddleston observed that “the éh-
mate has chanied considerably” since
$4é mid-1970s- when disclosure of CIA
»xbuses produced demands for tight
sfatutory restrictions. .on the., agency.
‘Row, he said, "ppg_).@f%amsggn thing
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has put a lxtt.l&mme 1mpetus behmd
doing somethm"" to ruve the agency a
ﬁeer hand:’ .. . °

<

: Huddleston: demed that the charter
\»ould ushet. i a, ravv.v al, of'the- CIA's. -
“good old days” w hen Iew‘ ‘members of . ]
Conaress were mformed of the agen-
‘cy's actwmes and tho;e/ who were told -

were reluctant to’ press for details.

- Only a few wéeks ago; «the admmxs—i
tratlon had given up‘any hopes of se-

CUI‘H’IL’ congreasmnal paasaue Of a

charter for ‘the CIA - beto_re”the 1680 .
elections. But Huddleston said a con- |
certed drive will’ now' be made to win' |

enactment, at least in the Senate.

"As chairman of the Senate Intelli--
gence subcommittee- on charters and |
guidelines, Huddleston said he fears |

tire. opportunity - to obtain’ 2~ compre-
hensive charter will be lost by further
delay. The House appears more- in-
clined toadopt piecemeal bills that
would give the' CIA -greater secrecy

and flexibility, without'the offsetting

rules that a charter would spell out.

- One of. the biggest items on the
CIA’s. legislative “wish list,” “for in-
stance, is -repeal of the 1974 Hughes-

Ryan. amendment governing clandes-

.tine- operations. Under- Hugheés-Ryan,

‘covert actions can be undertaken in’

foreign countries only if the president
finds each. such operation “important
to. thg-national security” and reports

it “in a timely fashion to the appropri-.

ate committees of the ‘Congress.”

The CIA: has always denOunced the .
requirement, as “am invitation to leaks:

since'it requires.peports to. eight con-
gressional " comiittees.

x ..‘,.. I

‘committeds,” x
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$ t
i~ Separate moves o chance the ‘laws
‘affecting’ the “CIA” are’ under way in‘!
the House. Rep. Clement .J. Zablocki. |
(D-Wis.), ‘chairman of the”House' For-"

eign Affairs - Gommittee, told. a re-
porter he intends to sponsor a repeal

The admmxs—_
tration’s draft..charter would-.scuttle’
:Hughes-Ryarr and restrict: such Teports:
ito the Senate’ .md ,House ntelhgence“
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’ot Huohes-Ryan as an amendment to, |

-

STAT |

- predicted it would win majority sup-
% port in his committee ‘and in the

; nally adopted in 1974 as part of that |
. year's
- the permanent Intellizgence commit-

effectively forced to comply in 1673. 1

the ForelanSals—tancc Act. Zablocki

House
- The I{udhes-Ryan rule was origi-

Foreign Assistance Act, before |

tees were created. But it remains the

_controlling law on covert activities
.since the Intellizence committees

have yet to move on the matter.

Under the revision of Huzhes-Ryan
to be included in the administration's.
proposed charter, the president \vould}
have to approve only covert opera-
tions involving “substantial” risks, xe—j
sources Or consequences, The blll re-;
portedly vill not attempt to deflne‘

“substantial” .. E

Huddlteston- sald he- knew 0£ no
]eaks that could definitely be _blamed
on "Hughes- ann but he sald there
have been some-cov ert operations the
CIA has decided not to undertake be- |
cause of fear of diselosure. He said-
the restraint may have been a “"00d
‘thing,” at least in some cases, but said
he saw no reason for the CIA to bhave l
to inform so many committees. S

He mainfained that the Intelligence - :
committees could be trusted to serve |
as “proxies net only for Congress but
for the people.”

“You just can’t make it all public,”
he declared. “You've got to have con- ]
fidence in somebody.”

The CIA has also been chafinz un-
“der the information ‘act sirce it was !

Untilythen, CIA documents could be
withheld simply by invoeation of the
so-called “national security” axemp-
tion, but Congress changed the rule
by prowdmﬂ that the reasons for suth 4
-secrecy could be challenged in court."
‘It also laid down deadlmes for comph-
ance. _

Agency offlcxals hm.e ackno“ledved
the CIA can still protect Ievmmate se-
.crets  under FOIA, including its
sources and method;, but thev con-
tend the law is-still “inappropriate.
unnecessary . .. and harmful” to the
agency because its sources abroad re-
mam fearful ot disclosure .




